
Gordon Public School, Welland ON NOVEMBER 2009
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Thank you so much to all the parents and

relatives that volunteered to help with
our October 30th Harvest Festival. 
We had many extra hands to help with
the pumpkin decorating and popcorn
popping.  The cider and cookies were
enjoyed by all.  We thank you all for
your support during this special day.

For the safety of our students, we would ask that parents refrain
from meeting their children in the hallways after school. 
The congestion in the halls makes it nearly impossible to
recognize approved visitors from the strangers.  Please wait
for your child outside their assigned exit doors.  Thank you
for your co-operation.

We ask for the same consideration when students enter school at
8:50.  Please allow your child to line up and enter with their
classmates.  Our halls are narrow and many children are
trying to put their belongings into their lockers at the same
time.  By saying your good-byes outside the entry doors, it
alleviates congestion and also promotes and develops
independence in your child.

Parents in the “flow” zone of the parking lot must not leave their
vehicles.  Students should only be dropped off and the
vehicle can then continue around the horseshoe and exit. 

There are staff outside able to safely direct
your child onto the playground.

Cars are not to cross the yellow line by the
posted sign “NO VEHICLES Beyond
This Point”, except for properly tagged
handicapped vehicles.

TOONIES FOR TERRY A ����������������  SUCCESS

Gordon School has raised over $1000 for cancer
research through the Terry Fox Foundation.  All of
our students and parents who participated deserve a
pat on the back for their generosity.  

INCLEMENT WEATHER

In the event of inclement weather, the local
radio stations will be notified regarding bus
cancellations and school closures.  The
announcements will be made at approximately
7:00 a.m.  Please refrain from calling the
school.  The following radio stations will have
the news concerning the District School Board of Niagara. 
These announcements may also have information regarding our
bus company, Laidlaw.

Local:
     CKTB 610 CHSC 1220 CJRN 710     

CKEY FM 101.1 CHRE FM 105.7
CHTZ FM 97.7 GIANT 91.7 FM

Hamilton stations:
CHML 950 CKOC 1150
CHAM 820 K-LITE FM 102.9

FYI (Intermediate Students)
Our Grade sevens and eights will be going to Ottawa June 21, 22
& 23, 2010.  The cost of the trip will be over $400.00 each.  In
some cases, families may be sending two siblings.  Intermediate
students will be doing some fundraising to aid with the costs.
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Smart Talk From DSBN Speech- Language Pathologists
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On Wednesday December 2, 2009,
M&M Meat Shops on Rice Road is
having a Gordon School Shop Day. 
10 % of any purchases made
between 9:30 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. will
be donated back to the school. 

Please bring the invitation in this newsletter with you and be sure
to tell them you’re from Gordon School.
As a bonus for the promotion, M & M Meat Shops will give a
customer a FREE bag of meatballs (1 pound size) with a
minimum $40.00 purchase.



SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

Thank you to all those who voted  - of the surveys returned 76%
voted to make a donation rather than continue fund raising.  A
letter will follow soon outlining the procedure for submitting
your donation.  This means the School Council will not hold the
Macmillan cookie dough or the Maple Lodge chicken fundraiser
this year.

Here is a review of how the School Council Funds were used last
year:
Grade 8 Graduation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 500.00
Stars Assemblies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00
Year End School Trips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1100.00
Rainy Day Games . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1300.00
Pals Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300.00
Portable DVD Player . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204.52
Harvest Fest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 378.75
Joy Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 345.29
Miscellaneous/bank Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158.25

Minutes of our meetings and the monthly treasurer’s report are
always posted on the bulletin board by the office or can be
requested from Mrs. Oakes or Mr. Brule.

Mrs. Oakes presented information on Ontario’s Equity and
Inclusive Education Strategy, 2009.  The School Council listed
ways in which they support Gordon School in the
implementation of this strategy:
• supporting Harvest Fest and Joy Day - special event days in

which all children can participate regardless of their
religious or cultural beliefs

• supporting the PALS program which provides opportunities
for all primary children to participate in recess games and
also develops the leadership skills of our older students as
they take on leadership roles

• contribute to the cost of field trips 
• sponsoring stars assemblies
• contribute to the cost of guest speakers
• support of multi-age colour teams

Next steps:
• learn about diverse cultures
• get information about various students’ needs
• supporting families in need in our community as well as in

third world countries
• hosting guest speakers for information on ADHD, autism,

bullying, etc.

There will be no School Council meeting in November.  In
December the School Council will host a pot luck lunch for the
staff on December 4th.  The next School Council meeting will be
on January 26th at 7:30 p.m.

CONTACT INFORMATION

• Please be sure we always have current
contact information and accurate phone
numbers.  If a child is ill or hurt we want to
be able to contact you as soon as possible.

• Please note students are only allowed to leave the school
with the contacts you have given us and with your
permission. If someone different needs to pick up your child
please send the teacher a note or phone the office.  

• Every once in awhile a parent is late picking up their child. 
While we appreciate the helpfulness of another parent or
neighbour offering to take the child home, this can’t happen
without the expressed permission of the parent.  

• This also includes after school play dates.  Students should
not leave with another student to accompany them home
unless they have parental permission (eg. if a student
normally takes the bus home but wants to visit a friend after
school, a note is required or the student would be expected
to take the bus home). If a child should unexpectedly show
up at your home after school please let the parent or school
know to acknowledge the child is safe.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

On November 11th we will observe the two
minutes of silence at 11:00 a.m. in our
classrooms.  Students will be notified through
the PA system.  Many of our intermediate
students will be at E. L. Crossley in the
morning so we will wait until they return and
hold our traditional assembly at 2:00 p.m. 
Parents and guardians are welcome to join us at that time.

PIZZA LUNCHES   

The orange Pizza order form includes the following dates:
Friday, October 30
Friday, November 6
Friday November 20
Friday, Novmeber 27

These are the dates you have paid for when you pre- ordered.

Please note: there is no pizza on Thursday, November 12. 
Friday, November 13 is a PA day.



CHARACTER EDUCATION
We have had a great start to our new character education
program.  A student committee worked with Ms. Dekany and
Mrs. Heckel to plan and perform during an assembly that taught
our students the meaning of respect.  Our students created a
poster to refer to during the next four weeks as they demonstrate
the meaning of respect.  At our next assembly (date to be
determined) we will introduce the character trait
“Responsibility” - stay tuned for the next update.
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GIFT CARDS

Some parents have asked if we could still continue the gift card
orders before Christmas.  This fund raiser was offered through
the school as a convenient way to purchase Christmas gifts.  It
will be offered again.  Two orders will be submitted before the
holidays.  A letter will come home soon. 

MAGAZINE FUND RAISER

Thank  you to everyone who participated in the school's
magazine fund raiser.  We are just tallying up our orders
and ordering the prizes.  We will update you next month.
Here are the results of the pencil draw:

Tyson M     $20
Colleen N.     $12
Hannah F.      $10
Courtney C.     $7

Isaac R., Sydney L., Sarah I.     $5 ea
There were many $4 and toonie winners.  

Congratulations to all of our participants.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY

Please note that November 13 is a Professional
Development Day. There will be no school for the
students that day.

�����������	�
  News from the Library

In September the Ministry of Education issued the second
round of additional funding for school libraries and we
received $2,500.00 at Gordon.  We are very excited about
the many new and beautiful books added to our library
collection.
We are also pleased to announce that the DSBN Libraries
are now providing at home, 24/7 digital access to the
school library catalogue. By connecting to the following
website, http://destiny.dsbn.edu.on.ca and clicking on
Gordon, you will have full access to the resources available
in your school’s library. Students are able to view the entire
library collection, along with a brief synopsis of every
resource and additional features such as student-created
reviews. In addition, Destiny Quest will allow you to easily
find the newest library purchases and a list of the Top Ten
most popular materials among library patrons.
We hope that you will find DSBN Destiny Library Manager
to be helpful when completing assignments or when
exploring library materials for leisure reading. 
This is just one more way that we are
achieving success together through
access to our school library collections!

Please also check out our library blog at
http://Gordonreaders.blogspot.com



OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DRAW

The winner of the October newsletter draw is Emily Swartz.  Please fill out the ballot below and your name will be entered
in a draw for a free slice of pizza and a milk on our next Pizza Day.

1-Picture Retake Day is: ____________________________________________________________________________

2-What is Remembrance Day? ______________________________________________________________________

Name(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________

Class(es): _________________________________________________________________________________________

Newsletter Questions and Answers

Do you have any questions about the school or curriculum that you would like to see answered in our newsletter?  If so,
send it in with the newsletter draw form and we will do our best to provide the answer in next month’s edition.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


