
 

 

 

DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD OF NIAGARA 
 

After spending just four weeks at Lincoln Centennial, I am very impressed with this school.  The students are eager to 

learn, always polite and very respectful.  The teachers and support staff care deeply for their students and I have already 

seen many instances where they are willing to go above and beyond to do what is best for a child.  It is a pleasure to 

work with Mr. Winger and Miss Taylor in the office.  They have been an incredible help to me as I learn the ways of Lin-

coln Centennial.  I have also been impressed with the parent volunteers that work diligently everyday for your children.  

Although we only have a few of them, they accomplish an incredible amount of tasks. 

 

It was wonderful to meet many of you at our Open House and I want to thank you for introducing yourselves to me.  We 

hope you enjoyed the opportunity to meet your child(ren)’ teacher(s) and see their classroom.   

 

In this newsletter, you will find information about the various activities that happened in September and will be happening 

in October.  In order to make all these activities such a huge success, we need your help and participation.  Please take 

time to complete the Volunteer Survey and consider ways in which you could volunteer your time at the school.  We des-

perately need people to be involved as a reading coach and help with our snack program.  Teachers are always wanting 

assistance in the classroom as well. 

 

Respectfully, 

Jennifer Tye 

From the Principal 

Welcome to Miss Bermuhler  

LINCOLN CENTENNIAL 
348 Scott Street, St. Catharines, ON L2N 1J5 

905-937-5110 

October 2008 

 

We are excited about having a third kindergarten section at Lincoln Centennial this year.  The morning class of 25 stu-

dents has been split into two sections with Mrs. Thomson teaching one class and we want to welcome Miss Bermuhler, 

who will be teaching the other morning class.  Mrs. Thomson will be teaching only half time this year for medical reasons 

and the afternoon class has been taken over by Miss Bermuhler. 

s many of you already know, Mrs, Siolkowsky has gone on a medical leave as well.  Currently, we have hired, Miss 

Gadzo to teach grade 3 for the remainder of the school year.  Miss Gadzo is a familiar face as she was at Lincoln Cen-

tennial last year teaching in the junior division and we are thrilled to have her back.  We also want to wish Mrs. Si-

olkowsky all the best. 

Welcome to Miss Gadzo 
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The Student Agenda is designed to help students 

develop good work habits and organizational skills.  

We will be encouraging the students to use their 

agendas daily to record assignments and due dates. 

It will also be a means of keeping you informed 

about what is happening at school.  The cost of 

these agendas is $5.00 per student.   

 

Student Agendas 

 

 

 

We have introduced a “Birthday Book” pro-

gram in which your child (ren) are given a 

free book of their choice from a wide selec-

tion of age appropriate books on their 

birthday from the school through our 

Scholastic Book Program.   

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Lincoln Lions who 

raised $100.00 towards the Terry Fox Foun-

dation.  Thank you Mr. Lemon for organiz-

ing such a great fundraiser. 

 

As many of you are aware, the District School Board of Niagara passed a new transportation policy in April 2008 and a 

new administrative procedure on June 10th 2008, which added new eligible riders to the buses.  As a result, the bus 

routes had to be re-done and the eligible riders had to be determined.   

From June 10th to August 1st 2008, Niagara Student Transportation Services (NSTS) arranged the bus times and stops 

for all eligible students and began notifying parents.  By August 15th, all eligible riders were notified.  From August 15th to 

24th, NSTS prepared letters for the known courtesy riders to notify parents that transportation would no longer be avail-

able.  Many parents of courtesy riders had questions and concerns and, as a result, NSTS fielded over 2400 phone calls 

in 48 hours.   

NSTS is solving issues in a priority order, including: Special Education students, eligible riders, hot spots, riders who are 

not eligible under the policy.  If you have called NSTS and your call has not yet been returned, check with your principal.  

It will be the end of September or beginning of October, before NSTS can deal with calls about students who are not eli-

gible by policy. 

Transportation 

Birthday Book Program   

 

8:40 a.m.  Entry 

8:45 a.m.  National Anthem/Announcements 

10:25 – 11:05  Nutrition & Fitness Break  

12:45—1:35 Nutrition & Fitness Break 

3:15  Dismissal 

 

Balanced School Day Times 

 

Terry Fox Run 
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Parent, Volunteer and Visitor Information 

Safe Entry Procedures 

In order to maintain a safe school environment for our students and to reduce the number of disruptions in the 

classrooms while learning is going on, we are asking parents and visitors coming into the school to comply 

with the following safe entry procedure: 

 
1. If visiting or volunteering in the school, please go to the office first to sign in and receive a name tag.  The 
secretary will announce you and direct you as to where to go. 
 
2. Parents delivering lunches or other items are asked to leave them at the office and the secretary will page the 
student to come and collect the items. 
 

3. Please arrange appointments and early dismissals with your child in advance and inform the office by phone 
or note. 
 
4. When picking up children for appointments, please come to the office first and the secretary (or designate) 
will page your child to come down to meet you, if s/he is not already waiting for you. 
 

5. Parents please do not wander the halls without announcing yourself at the office first.  It is difficult for all 
staff to recognize every parent or guardian who comes into the school. 
 
6. Student will not be called out of class unless it is an emergency.  Messages will be passed on to your child. 
 

We, at Lincoln Centennial School, appreciate your support and participation in our Safe School Policies 

to ensure a safe and secure environment for all the students. 

Supervision before school begins at 8:25 am.  Buses usually arrive between 8:35 and 8:40 am.  Parents are 

asked NOT to drop off their children prior to 8:25 a.m. as there is no supervision on the playground until that 

time.  Parents will be contacted by the office if children are left at the school prior to the stipulated time. 

 

When picking up kindergarten students, parents are asked to be at the school by 11:15 am to exit the parking.  

At the end of the day, dismissal is at 3:15 pm and parents are once again asked to be prompt in picking up 

their children.   

 

Drop Off and Pick Up Times 

 

 



Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: ___________________________ Work Phone: ___________________________ 

 

Days I Can Assist: _____________________________________________________________ 

I would like to help in the following areas (please check as many as you wish): 

• assisting in the classroom (working with a small group of students) 

• library assistance (shelving and sorting books) 

• library supervision one morning a week _________________________ 

• transporting students 

• assisting with a book fair 

• assisting with fundraising efforts 

• being interviewed about my job _____________________________________ 

• assisting with coaching ____________________________________________ 

•  being a reading coach (reading individually with students once a week) 

• being a mentor for students 

• assisting with the snack program 

• assisting with lice checks of students 

• assisting with Green Club—environmental initiatives 

• other: ____________________________ 

 

Please have your child return this survey to the school by October 17h, 2008.   

During the month of October, we are hoping to start “All Star Reading Program”.  We need many 

parent and community volunteers to make this so successful.  The program involves having primary 

students (grade 2 and 3 students for first term) reading with a volunteer several times a week focus-

ing on surface reading strategies like sound it out, use the pictures, read to the end of the sentence, 

etc.  The additional one-on-one time with particular students is critical for developing reading strate-

gies. 

 

All Star Reading Program 



October 2008

 

 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  1 2 3 

6 7 8 

Pizza Day 

9 10 

PA Day! 

NO SCHOOL 

13 

Thanksgiving  

NO SCHOOL! 

14 15 

Sub Day 

Grade 1 & 1/2 trip 

to Woodend  

16 17 

Movie Night 

“Nim’s Island” 

6PM - 8PM 

 

20 

School Advisory 

Council Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

21 

 

22 Pizza Day 

 

 

23 

 

24 

 

27 

Junior Volleyball 

league begins 

28 29 

Sub Day 

Grade 1 & SEN 

Character Assem-

bly 1:50 p.m. 

30 31 

Halloween Parade 

1:45 p.m. 

Grade 5/6 & 6 trip to 

Balls Falls AM 
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 Character Trait for the Month of October 

 

HOW TO BE 

A COOPERATIVE PERSON 

LISTEN carefully to others and be sure you understand what they are say-
ing. 
 
SHARE when you have something that others would like to have. 
 
TAKE TURNS when there is something that nobody wants to do, or when 
more than one person wants to do the same thing. 
 
COMPROMISE when you have a serious conflict. 
 
DO YOUR PART the very best that you possibly can. This will inspire oth-
ers to do the same. 
 
SHOW APPRECIATION to people for what they contribute. 
 
ENCOURAGE PEOPLE to do their best. 
 
MAKE PEOPLE FEEL NEEDED. Working together is a lot more fun that 
way. 
 
 
DON'T ISOLATE OR EXCLUDE ANYONE. Everybody has something 
valuable to offer, and nobody likes being left out. 

 

For Parents  

Here are some things you can do to support the idea that cooperation is an important life 
skill and that the rewards outweigh the sacrifices. 

•  Schedule household chores at a time when all members of the family can work together to fin-

ish them. 

•  Initiate a fun project that involves all family members (a garden, jigsaw puzzle, homemade 

pizza, etc.). 

•  "Catch" your child cooperating (or attempting to cooperate) and offer your encouragement by 

verbally showing your appreciation; material rewards are not necessary. 
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After the summer, many students come back to school with head lice.  In an effort to be pro-active, we have put together a head lice 

team that will be checking every students’ head for lice once a month.  The goal is to try to eliminate the spread of head lice within  

the school.  If you are contacted regarding your child having head lice, please come to the school, pick up your child and perform a 

treatment at home.  Children returning to school the next day, we be checked by office staff.  Please do not be alarmed.  Head lice is 

a natural occurrence and does not reflect poorly on you.  Thanks for your understanding and cooperation. 

The Administrative Procedures from the District School Board of Niagara states, “ It is the responsibility of the parent, 

guardian or student at the age of majority, to inform the principal in writing, that s/he or her/his child is at risk of anaphy-

laxis and to outline the expected symptoms and requested intervention of school staff.”  If your child is at risk of anaphy-

laxis, please contact Mrs. Tye right away in order that an Emergency Response Plan may be developed.   

Our first meeting for the School Advisory Council was on Wednesday, September 24.  We discussed the history of the 

Council’s work at Lincoln Centennial and held elections for various positions.  Our Co-Chairs are Mrs. Dick and Mrs. 

Vanderform.  Our secretary is Mr. Winger.  Our treasurer is Mrs. Mason and our Chair of Playground Fundraising is Mr. 

Vanderform.  Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 22 at 6:30 pm in the library.  For those of you will 

young children, daycare will be provided. 

 

The School Advisory Committee would also like to thank Domino’s Pizza for being our new pizza provider for 

pizza days.  Thank you to the School Advisory Committee for purchasing new soccer socks for the junior co-ed 

team.  They look great out on the field.  Go Lions! 

This year the student of the month awards are given for three categories Effort, Improvement and our chosen character 

trait for the month.  The month of September’s character trait was Care.  The students that were given these awards are 

as follows: 

1-1  Skyler Siren-Glim, Taylor Hildebrant, Shakeem Barrett   

1/2  Jonathan Ospina, Tasnim Askdarny, David Choi    

2-1 Jasmine Nelson, Jayden Deming, Amel Kandzic    

2/3  Hanan Budala, Dylan Thrasher, Amiee Hoelzner     

3-1  Mohamad AbdElmagid, Kate Cote, Spencer Sloat 

4-1  Juan Guerrero, Brandon Sinclair, Jerome Wilkinson   

4/5  Teyawna Grignon, James Lord, Nada Osman 

5/6  Nathaniel Hoelzner, Tianna Johnston, Soumitra Biswas 

6-1  Grayson Lord, Steven Dick, Xiaobing Li 

 

 

Head Lice Alert  

Anaphylaxis/Severe Allergies  

School Advisory Council Update 

Student of the Month for September  
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The cross country team has had a great season of running this year.  The team’s dedicated runners have 

been practicing three days a week to prepare for the multi school meets.  The first meet at  Burgoyne 

Woods was a sunny and successful day.  All runners did well and a special congratulations goes out to 

Rachel and Kyle Lunny who placed in the top ten.  The next meet will take place on Wednesday October 

8th.  Top finishers from there will proceed to the DSBN meet.  Our participants are Kieran Pipito, Allen 

Lam, Aws Al-Jumaily, Mohamed AbdElmagid, Ali Khan, Eliot Lundy, Annie Dick, Jamie Vanderform, Lama 

Rafehi, William Slatter, Denisse Ferrerya, Colin Dejong, Jonathan Gonzalez-Rivera, Rachel Lunny, Kyle 

Lunny, Andriy Sukhov, Abu Haef Kigab, James Mason and Terrence Chan. 

 

 

 

 

Our Lions Junior Co-Ed Soccer Team has had a great season so far.   There are still a few games left in the 

season.  We would like to introduce our co-ed soccer team: 

Jeyson Gonzalez  Kodilyn Arbuckle     

Grayson Lord   Ashley Ward 

Colin DeJong   William Slatter 

Kyle Lunny   Juan Guerrero 

Kyle Spence   Aiden Willan 

Steven Dick   Vladimir Cojocari 

Abu Haef Kigab  Rachel Lunny 

Tasha Beulieau  Taylor Beulieau 

Ashley Cole   Kahlan Woodhouse 

Annie Dick  

 

Thanks to our wonderful parents who have come out to support the team and have provided transporta-

tion for the team.  Without you it would not be possible. Thank you to Miss Taylor an Mrs. Frie for coach-

ing our team! 

Sports Corner  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Lions Cross Country Team 

Lions Junior Co-Ed Soccer Team  



 

  

Your Family is Invited to Participate  

in this Exciting Educational Programme 

Dear Families of the Lincoln Centennial School Community:  

 

The District School Board of Niagara will be hosting a group of Grades 4 - 8 Korean students in various elementary 

schools for the months of January and February.  Our experience last year with this endeavour was highly successful. 

The Korean children, who speak basic English, are placed in classrooms at their age-equivalent grade level and show 

great interest in being in our classrooms.  

 

For living arrangements, every effort is made to place the Korean students in homes of families whose children attend 

either the same DSBN school or another DSBN school.  In this arrangement, the Canadian child experiences a sense 

of leadership and the Korean child benefits from a sense of security.  Both benefit by being exposed to a foreign culture, 

so important in a globalizing world, and by building a close mutual friendship bond. Nurturing families who have chil-

dren going to schools other than the DSBN may also be considered. 

 

We are in need of 35+ families in the St. Catharines/Thorold, Grimsby/Lincoln, Welland/Pt Colborne general areas 

who would be interested in hosting a close-in-age and same-gender Korean student as one of your own children, from:

  

 January 4 through February 29, 2009 

. Each host family will be compensated for expenses at the rate of $1,400 for this period. 

Thank you for your consideration of this opportunity.  If you would like more information or an application, 

please contact the following program host, Marina Wilson, or the DSBN, by October 3, 2008: 

 

Marina Wilson Carol Maingot 

Hospitalité Canada Ltd. Co-ordinator, Community Education Services 

Tel:  905-688-8119 District School Board of Niagara 

Email: marina@hospitalitecanada.commailto:marina@hospitalitecanada.com Tel: 905-641-2929 x4176 

Website: www.hospitalitecanada.com Email: carol.maingot@dsbn.edu.on.ca 

 

    

 

 


