fundralser May 6.
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4 parent in jail and the other in adult ed-
| ucation receives help to contmue her
|'swimiing lessons.
. ‘A-young-elementary school student
_ .sk1ps lunch-every-day; hot wanting to",
‘| ‘cost his parents money. “The'$chool qui-
| etly buys some groceries and-atlow

.make his 6wn lunch..

- A'studerit whose only joy is basketball
|'longs to go to-basketball camp, but he .
| needs a second pair of shoes. The
‘school quietly gives hun the money to
| fulfil his dream. -

'| - These are a few of the acts already

tion of Niagara, which established a:
| new: Poverty and Emergency Relief |
1'Fund in February and will hold its
: ﬂrst fundraiser, Toome Tuesday, on-
{ May 6. .
| Until now, compassionate pnncrpals
‘and teachers have reached-into_theit ;
‘own pockets to cover the. costs, execu-
{'tive diréctor Julie Deénsham said..
Now, when they see a low-income stu-
dent’ strugghng, they Have somewhere

'

| Education Foundation of Niagara executive director
Fund provides help for students whose famllles are strugglmg ﬂnanclally The fou

ows'the .. .coins. Soine busi-
‘student 'to use the k1tchen every , ay t )

:performed by the Education Founda- -

' to apply for help. -

- Since the program’s launch, the foun—
danon has spent $5; .000; one- quarter of

- A severely d1sab1ed student with-one' the $20,000 it hopes to raise with: erwise wouldn’s experience musrcal '
: Toonie Tuesday," Densham said. Stu-

dents at most of -

“*the’District School “aey

“Board of Niagara's ?uh'fi wil :‘z'fl’
119 schools will nd a lo
“contribute $2 - things: scligols

would never

nesses and other be able to .
' organizations are. afford "o
also having em-
ployee drives, Gary Osmond
such.as PenFinan-  Maywood School
~cial and the Wain- ' pfmc'Pa'
fleet ﬁreﬁghters

Densham would like to see th1s
‘spread, but she knows the foundation is
“anew non-profit organization. © -

* “The Education Foundation of- Nia-
gara is new,” she said: “This whole inci-
.dence of people talking about poverty
is farrly new. We only started reading-

-about it'in the papers in July. Thisis on-

Iy the beginning.”

Maywood School pnnc1pal Gary Os—
~mond has seen first-hand what the
fund will do. At Christmas, he applied -
for Maywood to be one of the schools.

1

Julie. Densham says th organlzat n's Poverty and Emergency Relief '

ition s holding a Toonie Tuesday’
’ S_TAFF PHOTO BY DENIS CAHILL

Educatlon Foundatlon oleagara to hold Toonie Tuesday
fundralser to give hope to students from low lncome famllles

to attend-a productlon of Beauty and
. the Beast. The foundation chose May-
"wood, which meant students who eth-

thigatre were abletogo.,. :

- ,Maywood has some’ low-income fam-

. ilies, although “we don’t highlight
‘that,” he said. He sees it more as a fund.
to hel all-children.” . - . . E

' “ThlS will help- fund a lot of thin s_

chiools wotild never be' able to afforc

Chesaid. -

School trips — parthularly year-end

“.ones that students remember for the -

rest of their lives — tend to lughhght a.

‘separation between the haves’ and :
~ have-nots, Densham said. _
But experiénces such as glass trlps,

, and healthy lunches are as unportant _
as books and chalkboards.” -
“Poverty relief for: kids is really tanta-

mount,” she said. = - !
-Densham encourages other busmess-‘ .

&s to take collections May 6. Those whio ™

do can contact her at 905-641-2929,

.ext, 4104 or bye- matl at"

. efn@dsbn.edwon.ca. . :
“Toonie Tuesday will be an annual‘

-event;‘she sa1d
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