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NIAGARA BEIN.G ASKED TO MAI(E Cr|ANGE FOR C|.|ILDREN
Educøtion þundation
working to heþ feed
and dress students
BYPAiJt FORSYTH
STAFF

Kids showing up for school with empty
bellies and no boots. Kids unable to
afford ñeld trips. Kids unaËle to join
school teams because they can't pay for
a uniform.

Those a¡e scenarios-teachers and
principals in Niagara confront every day.
They do what they can --- often reach-
ing into .tlÍei1 own pockets to heþ out
stl¡dents living in pover$- but cant be
everything for everyone.
. Iulie Densham is hoping a new poverty

and'emergency relief fund. laiutöhed by
the Educatio¡ Fou¡idation of Niagara -
an a¡m's length fundraising agehry of the
District School Board ofNiagara tha! pro-
vided about $85,000 to public schools last
year for such things as gym'mats, music
equipment, audio visual equipment and
breakfast programs +'r,r¡ill mean there are
fewer kids going without at schools.

Densham, executivg -director of the
foundation,. realized the need, for a4
eme¡gency fund when Niagara's regional
goveÌnment- released a report last fall
showing about one in'six Niagara kids
lüre in poverty ?mdm,qre than4b per cent
of food bank rrsers are children:

Æ the làuichb¡ttre trrna at the Quality
Hotel Parkway in St,,Catharines Feb. 21,
school board chairman Kevin \4aves said
tle prolifefation of breaÌf,ast programs

.atçghoofs poinls to-,how. prevalent pov-
er|yis dmongchildren. 

-

lulie Denshamr execut¡ve diiector of the Education Foundatlon òf Niagara, with future
students Wlllem Sendzik (dght) and Erin Grace¡ hold toonles at,the District School Board
of Nlagara headquarters. The foundation has launched a new povefi and emeigency retlef
fund for kids; the flrst fûndralslng event will be Make Change for Children on May 6, when
tooniedonation boxes wlll b9 set up in workplaces.

"We take for granted that orir kids
will come to schsol well-nourished and
ready to learri," he said. "Unf.ortunately,
it's not true."

Brian Hutchings, commissioner of
community iervices for Niagara Region,
said éver a five-year period, one.out of
every thrée Niagara kids will at some
point be living ur- poverty. : ', . 

'

The foundation's goal is,to raise':
$100 this year for eacþ student in,need.
Princlpalswillbe able to applyfoikidq for
such things'as clothing, school supplies,
uniforms, field Uip costs and cafeteria
vouchers so they can have a hot lunch,
and the Servicewill be confidential.

Over the next yeaÍ the foundation will
monitor how many requests for assistance
come in to better understand the need.
. "There will never be.enough' rnoney

to fight poverty, Densham said, "Ifthere
was, we'd be living in a utopia.

'1But every little bit helps."
The fi¡st event to raise cash for the

new . emergency fund will be 'Make

Chqnge for Children on Tuesday, May
6, when wörþlaces will put out boxes
to co.llect two-dolla¡ coins. Employers
will be encouraged to mâtch the ioo;ies
donated by employees:

For more information, call 905-641-
2929 ext.4104.


